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Abstract: This research is aimed to find out whether there is a significant effect of using PQRST technique on students’ reading comprehension at the eighth grade of SMPN 3 Tambang in descriptive text. This is a pre-experimental research conducted by using a pre-test – treatment – post-test design. This research used one group pre-test - post-test design. The instrument used in this research was multiple-choice tests (pre-test and post-test). The population of this research was 229 of the eighth grade students of SMPN 3 Tambang and the sample of this research is the VIII 3 of SMPN 3 Tambang which is total number of students of class is 33 students. The data of this research were collected by giving reading test on descriptive text (pre-test-post-test) to the students. The collected data were analyzed by using t-test formula. The results of data analysis showed the mean score of pre-test was 59.85, and the mean score of post-test was 68.71. Based on the data analysis, it can be concluded that there is a significant difference between the pre-test and the post-test because the t-test observed was higher than t-table. In other words, the alternative hypothesis of this research was accepted and null hypothesis was rejected. It also means that teaching reading by PQRST technique was effective to improve students’ reading comprehension especially in descriptive text.

Key Words: Reading comprehension, PQRST technique, descriptive text
PENGARUH TEKNIK  PQRST TERHADAP PEMAHAMAN MEMBACA SISWA KELAS DELAPAN SMPN 3 TAMBANG 
Nanda Parentsa Hopi, Rumiri Aruan, Novitri.
parentsahopin@gmail.com, rumiri.aruan@lecturer.unri.ac.id, novitri_11@yahoo.com 
Contact Person: 082220529454

Program Studi Bahasa Inggris

Fakultas Keguruan dan Ilmu Pendidikan

Universitas Riau

Abstrak: Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk mengetahui apakah ada pengaruh yang signifikan dengan menggunakan teknik PQRST terhadap pemahaman membaca text deskriptif siswa kelas delapan SMPN 3 Tambang pada Tahun Akademik 2015/2016. Penelitian ini merupakan penelitian pra-eksperimental yang dilakukan dengan menggunakan desain pre-test - treatment - post-test. Penelitian ini menggunakan desain satu kelompok pretest-posttest. Instrumen yang digunakan dalam penelitian ini adalah tes pilihan ganda (pretest dan posttest). Populasi pada penelitian ini adalah 229 orang siswa kelas VIII SMPN 3 Tambang dan sampel pada penelitian ini adalah kelas VIII 3 SMPN 3 Tambang yang berjumlah 33 orang siswa. Data penelitian ini dikumpulkan dengan memberikan tes pilihan ganda tentang deskriptif teks (pretest-posttest) kepada siswa. Data yang terkumpul dianalisis dengan menggunakan rumus uji ‘t’. Hasil analisis data menunjukkan skor rata-rata pretest adalah 59.85 dan nilai rata-rata dari posttest adalah 68.71. Berdasarkan analisis data, penelitian ini dapat disimpulkan bahwa ada perbedaan yang signifikan antara pre-test dan post-test karena t-test yang diamati lebih tinggi dari t-tabel. Dengan kata lain, hipotesis alternatif pada penelitian ini diterima dan hipotesis nol ditolak. Hal ini juga berarti bahwa mengajar membaca dengan menggunakan teknik PQRST efektif untuk meningkatkan pemahaman membaca siswa terutama dalam membaca teks deskripsi.
Kata Kunci: Pemahaman membaca, teknik PQRST, teks deskripsi.
INTRODUCTION
Reading is one of the important of English language skills that should be mastered by the students in learning English. Reading plays important roles for the students because the success of their study depends on their ability to read (Sherman and Duffy, 1997). Most of the materials given by the English teacher are presented in the written form, for example in form of handbooks or modules. It means that to understand the materials, the students must have the ability to look at and get the meaning of written text, that is called reading skill. Therefore, reading has to be taught to the students. The students should be able to read the subject and get the information from the reading text quickly and effectively.
According to Grellet (2010), there are two main purposes of reading namely reading for information and reading for pleasure. In the classroom practice, the purpose of reading is reading for information. In order to get the information, students need to comprehend what they have read. As Hornby (1994) states that comprehension is the power of understanding. The important thing that should be noticed is do not just look for the information from a passage, but how the process of comprehension happens. Besides, Richard and Renandya (2002) state that reading for comprehension is the primary purpose for reading. In order to do that, it is expected that students are good readers who are able to comprehend a text effectively and efficiently. Furthermore, a reading text has different types, for example narrative, recount, descriptive, report, procedure and many more.
Based on the writer’s observation and discussion with the English teacher at SMPN 3 Tambang while doing teaching practice on October up to December 2015, the writer found the fact about the eighth grade students got difficulties to comprehend a descriptive text. The students got difficulties to get the information of identification and description of descriptive text. The difficulties were about finding main idea and factual information. Besides, they have limited vocabularies and this has led them have low motivation to read the text. The students cannot understand the text explicitly because they have not known the meaning all of the words in the texts. Moreover, many students spend their time to read material. As the result, they were not able to get minimum criteria of achievement (KKM) that is 75. Only eighth students could reach the minimum criteria of achievement (KKM) when the teacher gives the reading test. To solve the problem above, it is important that the teachers have to apply effective techniques in teaching English as foreign language. The objective of this study is to find out if there is a significant effect of using PQRST technique on students’ reading comprehension at the eighth grade of SMPN 3 Tambang in descriptive text 
Turkington (2003) states that PQRST is a good technique because it helps students retrieve information got from their memory after reading. Moreover, Wormeli (2005) the activity of this technique is simple to remember, and it uses sound practices for reading comprehension. In addition, Wormeli (2001) states that PQRST technique can improve the students’ interest because they give students an identifiable structure to follow for reading and interacting with the material.
Based on the phenomena above, it is necessary for the writer to conduct a research which is entitled “The Effect of PQRST Technique on the Eighth Grade Students’ Reading Comprehension at SMPN 3 Tambang”.
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
The research took place at SMPN 3 Tambang which is located on Jl. Tuanku Tambusai, Tambang. The data was collected within the period of two months beginning from September 15th up to October 12th 2016. The population of this research is all of students at the eighth grade of SMPN 3 Tambang academic year 2016/2017 by the total number of the students is 229 students The sample of this research is the students in class VIII 3 of SMPN 3 Tambang which is the number of students of class is 33 students.

The instrument used to collect the data was reading test. This study was conducted by using PQRST technique. The procedures consisted of five stages; (1) teacher shows picture/title of the reading material to the students and asking the students to preview/skimming the picture/title; (2) teacher asks the students to make the questions by using wh-question that related to the topic and asks the students write their questions on the PQRST worksheet; (3) teacher distribute a reading text to each student and asking the students to read the text and find the answer of the question in second step; (4) teachers asks the students to students to summarize the main point of the text which they have been read before; (5) teacher gives the students test to check students’ reading comprehension by answering the questions of reading comprehension test. 
Table 1 The Blue Print of the Pre-test and Post-test Items
	No.
	Indicator of the Test
	Amount of Item

	1.
	Factual information
	12

	2.
	Main Idea
	4

	3.
	Vocabulary
	4

	4.
	Reference
	4

	5.
	Inference
	4

	6.
	Social Function
	4

	7.
	Generic Structure
	4

	8.
	Language Features
	4

	Total of Items
	40


The data were analyzed by using statistical analysis. In order to compare the results of students’ written test through the pre-test and post-test, the t-test was used by employing SPSS 16.0. The researcher discovered the complete results including the mean, variance and how the accuracy the data of the test. The researcher chooses t–test to compare the differences of students’ scores in the pre-test and the post-test.

The classification of students’ scores by Arikunto (2013) was used to score students’ work and classify students’ scores in pre-test and post-test.
Table 2 The Classification of Students’ Score
	Test Score
	Level of Reading Comprehension

	81-100

61-80
41-60
21-40
0-20
	Very Good

Good

Mediocre
Poor
Very Poor





                          Adopted from Arikunto (2013)

THE RESEARCH FINDING

In this research, the reading test was used to get data about the students’ reading comprehension. The test items were objectives, and the texts were descriptive text. There are four texts of descriptive text and each text consists of ten questions. Therefore, the total numbers of the questions are forty questions for each pre-test and post-test. The tests were classified into five components of reading in general (factual information, main idea, vocabulary, reference and inference); the generic structure of descriptive text (identification and description); social function of descriptive text and language feature of descriptive text.
The research had been conducted for eighth meetings where two meetings for pre-test and post-test and six meetings for the treatment. The pre-test was given at the beginning of the research to find out the students’ reading comprehension before the treatment and the second test was given after the treatment had been applied. After analyzing the data, the significant difference between two means, the test of significance, and the difference of the average scores between the pre-test and the post-test were found.

The finding shows there is a significant effect of PQRST technique on students’ reading comprehension in descriptive text. There were significant differences of the students’ reading comprehension before and after being taught using PQRST technique. The average score before taught using PQRST technique showed 59.85while the average score after being taught using PQRST technique showed 68.71.
The Result of t-test Table

In this research, “t” test formula was used to compare the pre-test and the post-test results in determining whether the hypothesis could be accepted and measuring whether the instruments in treatment could  give an effect to the students’ reading comprehension or not. 
In performing pre-experimental research, hypothesis was required to see whether there is a difference after the activities was completely performed. The mean of pre-test score (X) achieved by the eighth grade students was 59.85. Furthermore, when the treatment had been given to the students, the enhancement of students’ reading comprehension occurred.

The improvement could be seen in their mean score as shown in post-test result (Y), 68.71. The margin of pre-test and post-test achieved was 8.86 aside from the enhancement score of pre-test and post-test, in order for the hypothesis could be accepted, the results of t-test formula is also required. The t-test formula shown in appendix.
T table
= n-1 (α5%)

= 33-1 (α5%)

= 32 (α5%)

= 2.042

Table 3 t-test Table

Paired Samples Statistics
	
	Mean
	N
	Std. Deviation
	Std. Error Mean

	Post-test
	68.71
	33
	6.19101
	1.07772

	Pre-test
	59.85
	33
	5.96013
	1.03753


Based on the table 1.3, the total number of students for pre-test and post-test was 33 students. The mean score of pre-test was 59.85and the mean score of post-test was 68.71. The difference of the mean score between pre-test and post-test was 8.86. The gap of mean score shows an effect of students’ reading comprehension in objective test. Standard deviation is a values spread in the sample, while standard error mean is an estimate of standard deviation. The spread of values in the sample pre-test was 5.96, while standard error of mean was 1.03. The standard deviation and standard error of mean of post-test are 6.19 and standard error of mean was 1.07.

Discussions

Based on the description of data, it can be interpreted that the use of PQRST technique is applicable for teaching reading in descriptive text. The research result shows that the post-test score is better than that of pre-test score which indicated the improvement of students’ reading comprehension in descriptive text.
CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMENDATIONS
Conclusions
Based on the discussion of data findings and discussion in the previous chapters, the writer concludes that PQRST technique gives significant effect for students in comprehending descriptive text especially for the students at the eighth grade of SMPN 3 Tambang.  From the results of this research, it can answer the research question that “Is there any significant effect of using PQRST technique on the eighth grade students reading comprehension in descriptive text at SMPN 3 Tambang?”, it can be seen that the score from the post-test  was higher than pre-test. The use of PQRST technique can help the students in order to gain information from the text effectively and efficiently because it gives students an identifiable structure to follow for reading and interacting with the material.

It was found that the score of t-test (8.86) was much higher than the t–table (2.042). The value of the paired samples t-test was high too which was 0,847 which means that the correlation between PQRST technique and students’ reading comprehension was very strong. It also means that the alternative hypothesis was accepted and the null hypothesis was rejected. 

Furthermore, the use of PQRST technique gives positive learning environment in the classroom. The use of PQRST technique also enhanced the students’ participation and interaction during the learning activities. 
Recommendations

Based on the conclusion above, the writer would like to give four suggestions. First, the English teacher can apply PQRST technique as one of the technique in teaching reading especially descriptive text. It was proved that this technique gives significant effect for students’ reading comprehension. Eventhough students’ mean score was still don’t reach standard minimum criteria, but student’s ability reached ‘good’ level. Second, it is better for the English teacher use pictures for brainstorming to gain the students interest. Third, this technique will be more effective and efficient for maximum 25 students in a classroom since there are quite lots of activities should be done in a meeting. The last, the activity in this technique helps the students spend a few times while they are reading the text and the students get the information from the reading text efficiently and effectively. 
REFERENCES
Grellet, Francoise. 2010. Developing Reading Skill. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
Harris, P David. 1974. Testing English as a Second Language. New York: McGraw-Hill Book Company.
Hornby, A. S. 1994. Oxford Advance Leraner’s Dictionary of Current English. Great Britain.: Oxford University Press 4th Edition. 
Turkington, Carol. 2003. Memory: A Self-Teaching Guide. New Jersey: John Wiley & Sons, Inc. 

Richards, J. C, & Renandya, W. A. 2002. Methodology in Language Teaching: An anthology of Current Practice. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

Sherman, George B and Duffy, Gerrald G. 1997. How to Teach Reading Systematically. New York: Harper & Row. 

Wormeli, Rick. 2001. Meet Me in the Middle: Becoming an Accomplished Middle Level Teacher. Portland: Stenhouse Publisher. 

Wormeli, Rick. 2005. Summarization in Any Subject: 50 Techniques to Improve Student Learning. New York: Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development (ASCD). 

