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Abstract: This pre-experimental research is aimed to find out whether there is a significant effect of students’ speaking ability after using Role Play technique in teaching speaking at the first year students of SMP Negeri 9 Bintan. The research problem is: Can the application of role play technique improve the speaking ability of the first year students of SMP Negeri 9 Bintan?. The design of the research was one group pretest-posttest design and the research was conducted at SMP Negeri 9 Bintan. Cluster random sampling method was used to select one class of students to become the sample. As a result, 34 students of class VIIB at the first semester of academic year 2016/2017 were chosen as the samples. The steps applied in using role play technique are: (1) The teacher introduced the activity by explaining the material, making sure that all the students understand it (2) Teacher and students discussed about relevant  vocabulary, sentences, or dialogues based on the material (3) Students were divided into groups (4) The teacher gave role card for each students to act out (5) The students familiarize themselves with their roles in a few minutes (6) Students constructed the dialogue based on their roles with their friends and practiced their own dialogue in a few minutes to familiarize them with the language (7) Teachers let the students act out the role play and exchanged their roles without interrupting or correcting (8) Teacher evaluated and checked students’ comprehension. The instrument used was a speaking test and the obtained data was analyzed by using SPSS version 21.0 for Windows. The results of data analysis are t-test (17.16) was higher than t-table (2.042). This indicates that there is a significant effect of students’ speaking ability after being taught using Role Play technique in teaching speaking.
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Abstrak: Penelitian eksperimen ini bertujuan untuk menyelidiki apakah terdapat pengaruh penerapan teknik role play  terhadap kemampuan berbicara siswa kelas  1  SMP Negeri 9 Bintan. Dengan demikian, permasalahan yang ingin dibahas adalah apakah penerapan teknik  role play dapat meningkatkan kemampuan berbicara siswa kelas 1 SMP Negeri 9 Bintan. Desain penelitian ini adalah one group pretest - posttest experimental design dan dilaksanakan di SMP Negeri 9 Bintan. Metode cluster random sampling digunakan untuk memilih satu kelas yang menjadi sampel.  Sehingga, 34 siswa kelas VIIB semester ganjil terpilih menjadi sampel. Langkah-langkah pembelajaran menggunakan teknik role play  adalah: : (1) Guru memperkenalkan kegiatan dengan menjelaskan materi,dan memastikan bahwa semua siswa memahaminya (2) Guru dan siswa membahas tentang kosakata yang diperlukan, kalimat, atau dialog berdasarkan materi (3) Siswa dibagi menjadi pasangan / kelompok (4) Guru memberikan kartu peran kepada setiap siswa untuk bermain (5) Para siswa membiasakan dirinya dengan peran mereka dalam beberapa menit (6) Siswa membuat dialog berdasarkan peran mereka dengan teman-teman mereka dan berlatih dialog mereka sendiri dalam beberapa menit untuk membiasakan mereka dengan bahasa (7) Guru memberikan kesempatan kepada siswa memerankan perannya dan bertukar peran (8) Guru mengevaluasi dan memeriksa pemahaman siswa. Instrumen yang digunakan adalah tes berbicara dan data yang diperoleh kemudian dianalisis degan megguanakan SPSS version 21.0 for Windows. Hasil analisis data adalah t-test (17.16) lebih besar dari t-table (2.042). Hal ini menunjukan bahwa terdapat pengaruh yang signifikan pada kemampuan berbicara siswa setelah menggunakan role play sebagai teknik dalam pengajaran berbicara.
Kata Kunci: Kemampuan berbicara, teknik role play.
INTRODUCTION

English is a global language mostly used by people all around the world and it is considered as an important language. People in some countries use it because English is their native language, but people from other countries learn English as their second language or foreign language. English is now the most widely taught as a foreign language – in over 100 countries, such as China, Russia, Germany, Spain, Egypt, and Brazil (Crystal, 2003). The global status of English is partly due to the number of people who speak it. The current status of English as an international or global language is underpinned by its wide use in a range of fields such as politics, diplomacy, international trade and industry, commerce, science and technology, information and communication, education, media, technology and popular culture (Crystal, 2003, Huda, 2000, and Jenkins, 2003).  




One of the objectives of studying English as a foreign language is that the students have to learn the four basic language skills, namely: listening, speaking, reading and writing. These are the four basic language skills that should be learned by people when they learn a language. Reading and listening skills are grouped to receptive skills while speaking and writing are belong to productive skills. These four skills are all important. However, of all the four skills, speaking seems the most important, because speaking skill is used to build communication and interaction in the real life (Ur, 1996). 


It is very important to be fluent in speaking English, but the lack of appropriate method to improve it makes the students difficult to learn it. There are some problems faced by students and teachers, especially in teaching speaking. In SMP Negeri 9 Bintan, For example, most of the first year students have difficulties in speaking English. Some factors might cause these problems among others are: a) Most of students are too shy and afraid to take part in the conversation, which means that the students are having problem with their confidence to speak English. b) Most of students tend to be passive in speaking because they are afraid in making mistakes while speaking, so that they keep being silent and they will speak English when the teacher asks them to do so, and c) students are not enthusiastic and they are discouraged to involve in the speaking learning process because the lesson is boring and they are not interested to participate in the lesson.


Another problem could be derived from the teachers. Majority of the teachers still use similar technique and method when teaching speaking. Teachers do not vary their teaching techniques and they do not provide creative ways in teaching speaking. It means that the students only sit on their chair listening to the teacher’s explanation about the lesson material with little speaking opportunity. They are not able to improve their speaking ability, because the teacher becomes the center of the speaking activity, and it makes students passive to speak English. So that when students learn English, they feel less motivated which makes them difficult in comprehending the lesson.


To solve the problem, there is an effective method in teaching speaking. Brown (2001) stated that group work gives students more opportunities to speak. Group work is a generic term covering a multiplicity of techniques in which two or more students are assigned a task that involves collaboration and self-initiated language (Brown, 2001). It means that group work is one technique which can be used to stimulate students to speak more. There are some activities which belong to group work. 


One of the activities is role play. According to Brown (2001), role play minimally involves giving role to one or more members of a group and assigning an objective or purpose that participants must accomplish. Holden (1981) states that the aim of the role play is for students to make up short dialogues using appropriate languages and gestures. Stern (1980) indicates that role-play activity is a classroom technique recognized as a useful means of acquiring (teaching) a foreign language. Those statements about role play indicate that role play is one technique which can be used to improve students' speaking ability in foreign language, especially English. 

In role play, students are organized into certain situation where they can interact with each other through English. Role play is any speaking activity which gives freedom to students to create plays from topics they are studying in class. This activity brings motivation to student, and if they are doing something with whole interest, they are more looked like to increase their ability, especially in speaking. In short, role play covers a wide range of possibilities because in this technique, students have to enter into many different situations. Moreover, it can help students to achieve maximum communication.


From the description above, the researcher applied the role play technique in order to improve the student’s speaking ability in English, especially for the first year student of SMP Negeri 9 Bintan. The researcher did the research entitled: The Application of Role Play Technique to Improve Speaking Ability of the First Year Students of SMP Negeri 9 Bintan. Therefore, this research would answer the research question: “can the application of role play technique improve the speaking ability of the first year students of SMP Negeri 9 Bintan?”.

This research is expected to give remarkable contribution to the following: (1) Teacher; This research is expected to enable teachers to employ different teaching techniques to encourage the students to use English. Furthermore, this research is expected to help the teachers improve their performance during teaching and learning process, (2) Students; This research is expected to give a change to the students to express their ideas, messages and opinions confidently. Also they will be ready to practice English in real life. It is expected to create students motivation, and confidence in using English orally, (3) Future researcher; This research is expected to enrich their knowledge about the application of role play technique in teaching speaking.
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

The research design of this study is pre-experimental design which is one group pretest-posttest design is applied. This research was conducted at SMP Negeri 9 Bintan which is located on Jalan Raya Tanjung Pinang-Tanjung Uban Km.71, Sebong Pereh, Kec. Teluk Sebong, Kab. Bintan Prop. Kepulauan Riau. The population of the research is the first year students of the first semester of the academic year 2016/2017 in SMP Negeri 9 Bintan. The number of population is 103 students. This research used cluster sampling. Form the three classes, the writer put 3 cards into a box. Then, the writer named the card on each class of the first rear students of SMP Negeri 9 Bintan. After that, the writer took one of the cards randomly without seeing the cards. Finally, the card which the writer took became the sample of the research. It turned out that VII B class became the sample. The total number of the sample is 34 students.

The instrument that was used to get the data was a speaking test. The aspects being measured are grammar, vocabulary, pronunciation, fluency, and comprehension. The data of this research is based on the result of the scores of students’ speaking ability in the pre-test and the post-test. This test was used to assess the students’ speaking ability after the treatments were given. The result of test was statistically analyzed. The data was analyzed by using statistical analysis. In order to compare the results of the students’ ability in speaking, the t-test was used by employing SPSS version 21.0 for Windows. 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS


Results
The objective of the research was to find out the effect of the application of role play technique towards students’ speaking ability. The data was collected by giving speaking test to the students. The students were required to speak based on the given topics individually. There were two kinds of test that students had, pre-test and post-test. A pre-test was given at the beginning of the research to find out the students’ speaking ability before the treatment. Furthermore, the second test was a post-test which was given after treatment. The test was designed based on the syllabus used in the school, which is competency school-based curriculum in 2006.
The test result is presented to show the students’ ability in each component of speaking. In speaking, the students were assessed in five aspects: namely, pronunciation, grammar, vocabulary, fluency, and comprehension. The researcher presented the findings based on the data obtained from the three raters in order to make the data more objective, valid and reliable. The first rater was an English teacher in SMP Negeri 9 Bintan. The second and the third rater were English teachers of SMP Tunas Bangsa Bintan.
The Results of the Pre-test
The pre-test was given to the students before the treatment through teaching speaking by role play technique. This test was intended to know the students speaking achievement before the students got treatment. The assessment was obtained by the scores from the three raters. It was found that the average score of the students’ speaking ability in the pre-test was 50.38.
The data of the students’ average achievement on the five components of speaking is shown in table 1:

Table 1.
 Students’ Ability in Each Component of Speaking in the Pre-test

	No
	Components of Speaking
	Average

(R1+R2+R3)

	1
	Pronunciation
	49.60

	2
	Grammar
	47.25

	3
	Vocabulary 
	50.19

	4
	Fluency
	50.97

	5
	Comprehension
	53.92

	Average total score
	50.38


Table 1 shows that the average score in component of pronunciation is 49.60, grammar is 47.25, vocabulary is 50.19, fluency is 50.97 and comprehension is 53.92. Based on the description above, the lowest score of the five components of speaking is grammar and the highest one is comprehension. The average score of students’ speaking ability in pre-test is 50.38.

The Results of the Post-test


The post test was given to the students after the treatment through teaching speaking by implementing role play technique. This test was intended to know the students speaking ability after being taught by using role play technique.
Table 2 

Students’ Ability in Each Component of Speaking in the Post-test

	No
	Components of Speaking
	Average

(R1+R2+R3)

	1
	Pronunciation
	59.60

	2
	Grammar
	63.91

	3
	Vocabulary 
	68.82

	4
	Fluency
	70.38

	5
	Comprehension
	73.91

	Average total score
	67.32



Table 2 shows that the average score in component of pronunciation is 59.60, grammar is 63.91, vocabulary is 68.82, fluency is 70.38 and comprehension is 73.91. Based on the description above, the lowest score of the five components of speaking is pronunciation and the highest one is on comprehension. The average score of the students’ speaking ability in post-test is with the total score of 67.32. This shows that there is a gained score if compared the pre-test and post-test scores. 
The Result of T-Test Table

In this research, “t” test formula was used to compare the pre-test and post-test results in determining whether the hypothesis could be accepted and also measuring whether the instruments in treatment could give an effect on students’ speaking ability or not.
In performing pre-experimental research, hypothesis was required to see whether there is a difference after the activities was completely performed. The mean of pre-test score (X) achieved by the first year students of SMP Negeri 9 Bintan was 50.38. Furthermore, when the treatment had been given to the students, the improvement of students’ speaking ability occurred.
The improvement could be seen in their mean score as shown in post-test results (Y) which is 67.32. The margin of pretest and posttest achieved was 16.94. Aside from the improvement score of pre-test and post-test, in order for the hypothesis could be accepted, the results of ‘t’ test formula is also required. The ‘t’ test formula shown in table 3.
t table
= n-1 (α5%)



= 34-1 (α5%)



= 33 (α5%)



= 2.042

Table 3 T-test Table

	
	Mean
	N
	Std. Deviation
	Std. Error Mean

	Post-test
	67.4314
	34
	8.25541
	1.41579

	Pre-test
	50.2745
	34
	10.17837
	1.74558


Based on the table 4.3, the mean score of pre-test is 50.2745 and the post-test is 67.4314. The difference of the mean score between pre-test and post-test is 17.16. The gap of mean score shows an effect of students’ speaking ability in the speaking test. Standard deviation is a values spread in the sample, while standard error mean is an estimate of standard deviation. The spread of values in the sample pre-test is 10.17, while standard error of mean is 1.74. The standard deviation and standard error of mean of post-test are 8.25 and standard error of mean is 1.41.
	Table 4 Paired Samples Correlations

	
	
	N
	Correlation
	Sig.

	Pair 1
	Pre-test & Post-test
	34
	.917
	.000


After knowing the mean, the standard deviation, and the standard error score, there was paired samples correlation table that explained the correlation of pre-test and post-test. Based on the information written in Table 4, the correlation coefficient was 0.917 which the numbers of students are 34 students. 

To know the application of role play technique on students’ speaking ability, the researcher used the table of classification which adopted from Sudijono (2009). The classification of the correlation coefficient of students can be shown on table 4.5 below: 

Table 5. Classification of Correlation Coefficient

	 No.
	The Value of “r” Product Moment (rxy)
	Interpretation

	1
	0.00 – 0.20 
	There is such a correlation between variable x and y. However, the correlation is very weak and therefore that correlation can be ignored

	2
	0.20 – 0.40 
	The correlation between variable x and y is weak

	3
	0.40 – 0.70 
	The correlation between variable x and y is mediocre

	4
	0.70 – 0.90 
	The correlation between variable x and y is strong

	5
	0.90 – 1.00
	The correlation between variable x and y is very strong


(Sudijono, 2009)



Based on table 5, the correlation score of 0.917 means the correlation between variable x and y is very strong. The probability of (Sig.) 0.000 is smaller than 0.005 also shows a very strong correlation of role play technique for the students’ speaking ability.

Table 6   Paired Sample Test

	
	
	Paired Differences
	t
	Df
	Sig. (2-tailed)

	
	
	Mean
	Std. Deviation
	Std. Error Mean
	95% Confidence Interval of the Difference
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	Lower
	Upper
	
	
	

	Pair 1
	Posttest – Pretest
	1.71569E1
	4.20777
	.72163
	15.68870
	18.62502
	23.775
	33
	.000


Table 6 shows the results of the t-test is 17.16, meanwhile t-table is 2.042. The t-test is higher than the t-table. It can be concluded that there is a significant difference between the pre-test and the post-test. In other words, the alternative hypothesis of this research, “There is significant effect of the application of role play technique on improving speaking ability of the first year students of SMP Negeri 9 Bintan” was accepted and null hypothesis was rejected.

The Comparison between the Pre-test and the Post-test

The findings show that there was an improvement in students’ speaking ability. Their improvement in speaking scores can be seen through the difference between their pre-test and post-test scores. The comparison of their scores is presented in the following table:

Table 7

Improvement in Each Component of Speaking in the Pretest to Posttest
	Components of Speaking
	Average Score

	
	Pre-Test
	Post-Test

	Pronunciation
	49.60
	59.60

	Grammar 
	47.25
	63.91

	Vocabulary
	50.19
	68.82

	Fluency
	50.97
	70.38

	Comprehension
	53.92
	73.91


As we could see on table 7, the students’ speaking ability average score significantly increased. It can be concluded that applying role play technique in teaching speaking indicates significant difference on the students’ average score in each component of speaking.

Discussion

The results of data analysis which were established as the findings of this research showed the application of Role Play technique on improving the students’ speaking ability. The average score of students’ speaking ability in the pre-test was 50.38. It showed that the students’ speaking ability was categorized as low. There were some students had the lowest scores. The reasons that made them get the lowest scores were: they were lacked of vocabulary, hesitation to develop interaction, intonation, and lack of preparing and planning to speak up. On the other hand, the average score of students’ speaking ability in the post-test was 67.32 which categorized as average. The results showed that the post-test was better than the pre-test which indicated that there is an improvement of students’ speaking ability. Even though, the scores of students speaking ability from the pre-test to post-test increased, there were still some students could not increase their speaking ability and got the lowest scores. The reasons that the students could not improve their speaking ability were: still lack of preparing and planning to speak, still not fluent yet and still made error in English pronunciation. The difference of the mean scores between the pre-test and the post test was 17.16. The results of T-test table and students’ average score in each component of speaking showed enhancement of students’ speaking ability after applying Role Play in speaking activity. It also showed that the correlation of using Role Play for students’ speaking ability was very strong. It was connected with the research that was conducted by Kadek Ayu Nopiani (2014). Her research also showed that students’ speaking ability can be improved through teaching speaking by role play technique, because role play gave students opportunity to use the language orally.
According to the research findings, the lowest score of the component of speaking in the pre-test and the post-test were grammar and pronunciation. In the learning process, students made mistakes in constructing sentences which interfered the meaning. Also, students mostly had difficulties on how to pronounce some words in a sentence. It means that the students mostly did not know how to pronounce words correctly. The highest score in the pre-test and the post-test was comprehension. It means that the students could understand the task given by the teacher without any difficulties. Also they could respond to the task correctly and appropriately. The students were easy to comprehend their ideas even they made a mistake by saying the incorrect sentences. 
Besides, the components that had significant difference in the post test were vocabulary and fluency. In applying Role Play during the learning process, the teacher helped the students to find new vocabulary and let the students construct their ideas spontaneously and practice to speak up without pauses. Overall, Role Play helped the students building communication and interaction with others in life.
CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS
Conclusions

After analyzing the data of this research, some conclusions can be drawn. Based on the research findings, it can be concluded that Role Play technique is effective to teach speaking since there is an improvement on students speaking ability. It can be seen from the improvement in the post test score which was 67.32. Meanwhile, the pre-test score was 50.38. Moreover, it can be seen that there was very strong correlation between Role Play technique and speaking ability in order to know the effect of its application on the students’ speaking ability. 
Furthermore, it was found out that the score of t-test (17.16) was higher than the t–table (2.042). It means that the alternative hypothesis was accepted and the null hypothesis was rejected. In other words, there was a significant effect of the application of Role Play technique on improving speaking ability of the first year students of SMP Negeri 9 Bintan
Therefore, it can be concluded that the implementation of role play technique has beneficial effects in teaching speaking. So, the research question is answered that the application of role play technique can improve speaking ability of the first year students of SMP Negeri 9 Bintan.
Suggestions

The results of the research showed that the students’ speaking ability improves significantly. There were significant differences of the students’ speaking ability before and after being taught using role play technique. The average score before taught using role play technique showed 50.38 while the average score after being taught using role play technique showed 67.32. 

After getting the result of the study in this research, the researcher would like to give some suggestions which can be used to teach speaking as follows:
1. Due to the lowest score in grammar and pronunciation, it is recommended that the teacher has to pay more attention about how students construct words into sentences and how the students pronounce letters in words or sentences. The teachers could give examples on how to construct words into sentences without interfering the meaning and how to pronounce words correctly and give more time to the students to practice it through meaningful activity. 

2. It is important for the teacher to manage the teaching time properly during the application of role play technique, because applying role play can take much time

3. It would be a great idea for the teacher and following researcher to apply alternative and suitable technique in teaching speaking.
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