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Abstract: The objective of this descriptive research was to describe the students’ ability in choosing conjunctions. The sample of this research was the fourth semester students of English Study Program of Universitas Riau. There were 29 students participating as the sample of this research. The data were quantitative and the instrument of the research was a set of multiple choice structure test which consists of 40 questions about choosing the correct conjunctions to complete English sentences. The collected data were analyzed by calculating the scores of the students in answering the test and classified them to a certain level of ability in choosing conjunctions. The result showed that 3 out of 29 students (10.34%) were in the excellent level of ability, 6 students (20.69%) were in the good level of ability, 8 students (27.59%) were in the average level and 12 students (41.38%) were in the poor level. The students’average score was 52.67. This meant that the students’ ability in choosing conjunctions was in average level of ability. The most difficult type of conjunction for the students is subordinating conjunctions with the mean score 49.48 whereas the easiest one is coordinating conjunctions with the mean score 56.90. This research recommended the students to study more about subordinating conjunctions by practicing to answer questions to make them more familiar with subordinating conjunctions. Future studies should focus on how to improve the student’s ability in choosing conjunctions. 
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Abstrak: Tujuan dari penilitian deskriptif ini adalah untuk mendeskripsikan kemampuan mahasiswa dalam memilih kata penghubung (conjunctions). Sampel penelitian ini adalah mahasiswa-mahasiswi semester empat program studi bahasa Inggris Universitas Riau. Partisipan berjumlah 29 orang mahasiswa. Data yang digunakan berupa kuantitif data dan instrument penelitiannya sebuah tes structure pilihan berganda yang terdiri atas 40 pertanyaan tentang memilih kata penghubung yang tepat untuk melengkapi kalimat bahasa Inggris. Data dianalisis dengan menghitung skor masing-masing mahasiswa dalam menjawab tes dan diklasifikasi menjadi level-level tertentu dalam memilih kata penghubung. Hasil dari penelitian menunjukkan 3 dari 29 mahasiswa (10.34%) berada pada level ekselen, 6 (20.69%) mahasiswa berada pada level bagus, 8 (27.59%) berada pada level rata-rata dan 12 (41.38%) mahasiswa berada pada level kurang mampu/kurang paham. Skor rata-rata mahasiswa adalah 52.67. Berarti kemampuan mahasiswa dalam memilih kata penghubung berada pada level kemampuan rata-rata. Tipe kata penghubung yang paling sulit bagi mahasiswa adalah subordinating conjunctions dengan skor rata-rata 49.48 sementara tipe yang paling mudah ialah coordinating conjunctions dengan rata-rata 56.90. Penelitian ini merekomendasikan mahasiswa untuk lebih mempelajari subordinating conjunctions dengan berlatih menjawab soal agar menjadi lebih familiar dengan subordinating conjunctions. Penelitian lebih lanjut sebaiknya fokus pada penelitian bagaimana meningkatkan kemampuan siswa dalam memilih kata penghubung. 
Kata kunci: Kemampuan, Memilih, Kata Penghubung
INTRODUCTION
One of part of speech that should be considered important in writing in English is conjunctions. They connect words or groups of words and show how they are related (Rozakis, 2003). Conjunctions perform many functions. They were one of the elements that construct a sentence that present explanations, ideas, exceptions, consequences, and contrasts. These elements allow the user of English to communicate effectively and efficiently. By choosing conjunctions correctly, someone’s writing will form better. However, choosing conjunction in English, whether it is written or spoken is not an easy to do because the use of conjunctions are different depends on their function. Therefore adequate comprehension about each kind of conjunctions is needed to apply the use of conjunctions in order to make a correct sentence.

According to Steffensen and McClure (2007) conjunctions act as clues drawing attention to and making explicit the logical relationship between propositions. In writing, conjunctions are extremely important. Readers who fail to note a conjunction or who misunderstand it may interpret the propositions it connects, as either totally unrelated or related in ways unintended by the author. Thus, in writing, the ability in choosing conjunctions is needed in order to present the idea or information in writing that could clearly be understood by the reader. There are three kinds of conjunctions based on Rozakis (2003); coordinating conjunctions, correlative conjunctions, and subordinating conjunctions. All of the types of conjunctions have their own function. 

The fourth semester students of English study program are expected to have a good ability in choosing conjunctions. However, the small interview and observation done by the researcher to the fourth semester students made the researcher confuse. Some students said that choosing conjunctions are easy, but in other side, some other said that choosing conjunctions are difficult. When the researcher mentioned some of the examples of conjunctions, they admitted that they have heard about that, but when the researcher asked them to make some sentences using the conjunctions mentioned, they could not use all the conjunctions mentioned correctly. The students’ answer about the researcher’s questions were inconsistent that made the researcher hard to make the brief conclusion about the students’ ability without conducting any research to the students.   

An English learner needs to know how to manage the words to make good and correct sentences, so that people can understand them. Dealing with the number of part of speech in English such as adjectives, adverbs, conjunctions, interjections, nouns, prepositions, pronouns, and verbs is the way to make sentence. Relate to the previous explanation, grammar has role to regulate how to apply all of the part of speeches above. One of the parts of speech that discussed in this research is the use of conjunctions. According to Azar (1999) conjunctions connect words or phrases that have the same grammatical function in a sentence. It has function as a connector in the sentences. This means that conjunctions can correlate between the sentences or paragraph. By using conjunctions, ones can make good sentence in English.

There are some definitions about conjunctions based on some language experts. Seaton and Mew (2007) pointed out that conjunction is a linking word such as and, or, but, that are used to words or sentences. Conjunctions connect elements of a sentence or text and show how they relate to each other. The correct use of conjunction helps the learners avoid common grammatical errors. In addition, Thornbury (2011) had the same opinion about the definition of conjunctions that stated that conjunction is a word like and, but, which, and so which links two causes, phrases, and words.  Furthermore, according to Keraf (1980) conjunction comes from the word conjunctio, which means words that connect words, part of words, or connecting sentences. Based on the opinions of the experts above, it can be said that a conjunction is a word that connects words with one another to form a complete sentence.

Conjunctions are important because researchers use them to show relationship between ideas, such as cause or effect, contrast, or a time sequence. By using the correct conjunctions, the writing paragraph will be easy to be understood, and it will be clear, so the reader will understand what the writers mean in their writing. In conclusion, since conjunctions have many important roles in writing, it should be considered that having good ability in applying conjunctions in making a good sentence have to be mastered by the user of English.

Using different conjunctions in a sentence can give different meaning. So it is important to use them correctly. Based on Rozakis (2003) there are three types of conjunctions. She divides the conjunctions into three parts: coordinating conjunctions, correlative conjunctions and subordinating conjunctions.
a. Coordinating Conjunctions
Coordinating conjunctions are words that are used to link individual words, phrases, and independent clauses. They are used to link the elements of sentences that have equal level. The function of coordinating conjunction is to join the sentences that do not rely on each other for meaning together. In other word, coordinating conjunctions relate the words that have the same level for example noun with noun, adjective with adjective, verb with verb and etc. In general, there are seven coordinating conjunctions. 

COORDINATING CONJUNCTIONS
	Conjunctions
	Meaning
	Functions 

	For
	as a result
	To show cause, almost like because or since; it introduces a reason.

	And
	in addition to
	To link ideas or join elements that are sequential and equal in importance 

	Nor
	Negative
	To reinforce an alternate negative idea or thought.

	But
	However
	To contrast ideas, or imply difference, and exceptions.

	Or
	Choice
	To show possibilities or in other words imply that an alternative or option will follow.

	Yet
	However
	To show contrast or difference or in other word imply that a contrary but logical idea will follow.

	So
	Therefore
	To show result or suggest that a consequence will follow.








 

      (Rozakis, 2003)
b. Correlative Conjunctions
Correlative conjunctions are coordinate conjunctions that are used in pairs to relate two parallel sentence elements. They usually connect two phrases, two adjectives, two nouns and soon. The common pairs of correlative conjunctions are presented in the following table:

CORRELATIVE CONJUNCTIONS
	Conjunctions
	Examples

	both … and

	Both popcorn and peanuts are popular snacks at sporting events.

[noun + noun]



	either … or

	Either I will have to tell Lionel or you will.

[sentence + sentence]



	neither … nor

	Zack could neither talk on the phone nor watch television the entire week.

[sentence + sentence]



	not only … but also

	We need not only a thick paper but also a soft one.

[adjective phrase + adjective phrase]



	whether … or
	Do you know whether Luke or Robin is coming to dinner?

[noun + noun]












     (Rozakis, 2003)
c. Subordinating Conjunctions
Subordinating conjunctions join an independent clause with a subordinate clause. Independent clause is a simple sentence that can stand alone whereas in contrast subordinate clause is a group of word that has a subject or verb like a sentence but cannot stand alone. For example:
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I.C.        

I went to see a doctor.
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S.C.        

 because my throat hurt.

 From the above example, the first clause, I went to see a doctor, can stand alone because it is a simple sentence. But the phrase because my throat hurt is a subordinate clause since it begins with the subordinating conjunctions because and is an incomplete thought, so it must be joined with an independent clause in order to make sense. 

Subordinating conjunctions combined elements of sentences-clauses-which was less of equal. Most of subordinating conjunctions are from preposition. The following chart shows some of the most common subordinating conjunctions and the relationships between ideas that they show.
SUBORDINATING CONJUNCTIONS
	Subordinating Conjunctions
	Relationship

	as, because

	cause, reason



	even if, if, unless, provided that

	condition



	though, even though, although
	contrast



	so, so that, in order that, that

	effect, result



	wherever, where

	location



	since, until, when, while, after, before, once, whenever
	time








       (Rozakis, 2003)
METHODOLOGY
This is a descriptive research. It serves to describe, fond of describing (Hornby, 1974). Gay (2009) states that descriptive research is research that determines and describes the way things are; involves collecting data to test a hypothesis or answer questions concerning the current status of the subject of the study. This study is useful for investigating a variety of educational problems and issues.

The aim of this research was to describe the ability of the fourth semester students of English Study Program of Universitas Riau in choosing conjunctions in sentences. The place of this study was at English Study program FKIP Universitas Riau. The study was conducted from March to June 2016. 
The population of this research was the 4th semester students who have passed content subjects English structure 1, 2 and 3. They consist of 3 classes: class A, class B and class C. The sample of this research was class C that consisted of 29 students that chosen by using cluster sampling technique.
 Multiple choice test that consisted of structure questions was administered to the students of fourth semester in the purpose of finding out their basic knowledge about conjunctions. Students were given structure test that consist of 40  questions about choosing conjunctions to complete English sentences. The questions in this test adapted from several books of grammar and test instrument. The time for doing the test was 60 minutes. Before administering the test, the researcher conducted a try-out. The try-out was used to know the quality of the test items, particularly to determine the facility value (difficulty level) of the test items. The test items would be accepted if the difficulty level (FV) is between 0.30-0.70 and it would be rejected if the difficulty level (FV) is below 0.30 (difficult) and over 0.70 (easy) (Heaton, 1991). After collecting all the data, the researcher analyzed the data. The students’ individual scores from the test were calculated by using the formula which was adapted from Harris (1974).
FINDINGS AND DISCUSSIONS 

In conducting this research, the researcher collected the data by giving a structure test to the students. Before giving the test, the researcher conducted the tryout to another class, class B, in order to know the difficulty level of test item using formula from Heaton (1991). In addition, the results of students’ test were classified by using Harris formula. 
Findings
The results of the test were shown in the diagram below:
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The above diagram showed the trend of successful students (average good in excellent) was 58.63%. Those data inform that the students were capable to comprehend the test in choosing the right conjunctions. And the trend of unsuccessful students was 41.38%. It means that almost majority of the students in this research did not have enough comprehension in choosing the right conjunctions. 
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Then the researcher also analyzed the students’ ability in choosing conjunctions in each type of conjunctions. The data were presented below. 
The above diagram illustrated the percentages of the students’ mean scores between the three types of conjunctions. The highest percentage was the coordinating conjunctions (56.90%). In the second place was the correlative conjunctions (54.83%) while the lowest percentage was the subordinating conjunctions (49.48%). It can be concluded that the fourth semester students of English Study Program of Universitas Riau have a better understanding in coordinating conjunctions than correlative conjunctions. Since the percentage of the average score of subordinate conjunctions were the lowest, it can be summarized that subordinating conjunctions were the most difficult for the students. This probably caused by many factors like the students were not familiar in applying subordinating conjunctions or they did not understand how to choose subordinating conjunctions correctly. 

Discussions
Based on the result of the research, the ability of the fourth semester students of English Department of Universitas Riau were in the average level (52.67). From forty questions about conjunctions the researcher gave to the students, it was found that majority of the students did not have excellent ability in choosing conjunctions.

Among three types of conjunctions that had been tested to the students, it was found that average of the students got the lowest score in subordinating conjunctions and the highest score in coordinating conjunctions. This means that the students should practice harder and understand more about how to use subordinating conjunctions in making sentences. Any kinds of practicing in making English sentences using conjunctions are needed to maintain the students’ ability in choosing conjunctions. From all of the data, the result of this study answer the research question how is the ability of the fourth semester students of English Study Program of Universitas Riau in choosing conjunctions in sentences.
 
CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Based on the data analysis in this research, it can be concluded that the fourth semester students’ ability in choosing the right conjunctions was categorized in average level. The fourth semester students do not have enough ability in choosing conjunctions in English sentences. They still confuse in choosing the right and appropriate conjunctions in sentences. The most difficult type of conjunction for the fourth semester students is subordinating conjunctions while the easiest one is coordinating conjunctions. 
There are some recommendations that the researcher proposed related to improve the fourth semester students’ ability in choosing conjunctions. For the students, since the fourth semester students faced the most difficulty in choosing subordinating conjunctions, they should try to understand more about them by practicing to answer a lot of questions about subordinating conjunctions. This hopefully would be useful for the students to make them more familiar with subordinating conjunctions, so that they would not confuse in applying subordinating conjunctions in English sentences.

 Second, the next researcher that plan to conduct a research similar with this topic should enlarge the total of the sample of the research since it might give different result with at least 30 participants involved in the research. And the observation while the students were learning about conjunctions would be nice to do in order to make sure what probably the factors that influence the students’ ability in conjunctions.
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