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Abstract: The purpose of this study is to find out the second year students’ ability of MAN 1 Pekanbaru in comprehending descriptive texts. The research data were collected in November 2016. The subject of this research was class XI MIA 5 which has 30 students. The data were collected using reading comprehension test with multiple choice type. The test contained 40 items. Based on the research, it was found out that the ability of the second year students in comprehending descriptive texts is in good level with the mean score of 72.33. The students’ mean score in finding main ideas is in good level with the mean score of 78.00. The students’ mean score in finding factual information is in good level with the mean score of 72.00. The students’ mean score in finding meaning of vocabulary is in good level with the mean score of 71.33. The students’ mean score in finding reference is in good level with the mean score of 64.67. The students’ mean score in finding inference is in good with the mean score of 68.67. The students’ mean score in identifying generic structure is in mediocre level with the mean score of 56.00. The students’ mean score in identifying language features is in good level with the mean score of 68.00. The students’ mean score in identifying social function is in good level with the mean score of 74.00. As a conclusion, the highest score obtained by the students is in finding main ideas with the mean score of 78.00 which is categorized into good level, and the lowest score that the students got is in identifying generic structure with the mean score of 56.00 which is categorized into mediocre level. 
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Abstrak: Tujuan dari penelitian ini adalah untuk meneliti kemampuan siswa MAN 1 Pekanbaru dalam memahami teks deskriptif. Data diambil pada bulan November 2016. Subjek penelitian ini adalah kelas 2 MIA 5 yang terdiri dari 30 siswa. Data diperoleh dari tes pemahaman membaca dalam bentuk pilihan ganda. Tes terdiri dari 40 soal. Berdasarkan hasil penelitian, ditemukan bahwa kemampuan siswa kelas 2 dalam memahami teks deskriptif adalah bagus dengan nilai rata-rata 72.33. Nilai rata – rata siswa dalam memahami ide pokok adalah bagus dengan nilai 78.00. Nilai rata-rata siswa dalam memahami informasi faktual adalah bagus dengan nilai 72.00. Nilai rata-rata siswa dalam memahami makna kata-kata sulit adalah bagus dengan nilai 71.33. Nilai rata-rata siswa dalam mengidentifikasi reference adalah bagus dengan nilai 64.67. Nilai rata-rata siswa dalam mengidentifikasi inference adalah bagus dengan nilai 68.6. Nilai rata-rata siswa dalam mengidentifikasi struktur umum teks adalah sedang dengan nilai 56.00. Nilai rata-rata siswa dalam mengidentifikasi unsur kebahasaan adalah 68.00. Nilai rata-rata siswa dalam mengidentifikasi fungsi sosial teks  adalah bagus dengan nilai 74.00. Kesimpulannya, nilai tertinggi yang di peroleh siswa adalah dalam memahami ide pokok dengan nilai 78.00 pada level bagus dan nilai yang terendah adalah dalam mengidentifikasi struktur umum teks dengan nilai 56.00 pada level sedang. 
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INTRODUCTION

English as an International language is important for human’s life in this globalization era and a lot of people in the world use English language. People should have the ability in using English language, in order that they can easily communicate  and share ideas to others in many aspects such as technology, culture and science. English is a popular language and now many people use English in their businesses, education, international relationship, culture, global trading and others. English is important to be learned especially for the students. In Indonesia, English is a compulsory subject in most colleges, senior high schools, and junior high schools, but optional in elementary schools and in the kindergartens.

There are four language skills namely, listening, speaking, reading and writing. Reading is one of the important skills the students should learn. This skill gives many benefits to the students. In reading skill, the students should have the ability to comprehend a text, understand the meaning and what the text tells about. If the students find the main point of the texts, the students will get information and knowledge to improve their comprehension about the text.

According to Nunan (2003) reading is a fluent process of readers combining information from a text and their own background knowledge to build meaning. Then, according to Sheng (2000), reading is the process of recognition, interpretation, and perception of written or printed material. It means that the students must be able to grasp what they have read through their knowledge, in order to gain the information from the texts. According to the 2013 curriculum for senior high school, there are some types of text that should be learned by the students namely narrative text, recount text, analytical exposition, descriptive text. Between these genres, Descriptive text is one of the most important types that they learn in English.

Winch (2005) states that descriptive text is a text that describes particular thing such as scene, animal, person or something that happen in nature. The purpose of descriptive text is to give information to the reader. By learning descriptive texts, the students can express their feeling and thought when describing things, places or persons. On the other hand, the students will learn use simple present tense as one of the focus of one language features of descriptive text. Besides, the students also find new vocabulary in this text, it will make students notice much meaning of vocabulary. It is supposed that it will increase their knowledge about difficult word. 

Based on the writer’s  interview with the English teacher of MAN 1 Pekanbaru, the students ability in comprehending descriptive text are quite varieties. It shows by the score that the students got in learning this text, but the level of the students’ ability in comprehending descriptive text has not been identified scientifically. Then, based on the result of the writer’s interview with a few students from this school. Some of them state that descriptive text is quite easy, but the other students state that descriptive text is hard for them because sometimes it is difficult to differentiate identification and description. This make the writer want to know the real ability of the students in comprehending descriptive texts. 

       Therefore, this study will answer the research question about how the ability of the students in comprehending descriptive texts and what is the highest and the lowest score aspect in reading comprehension.

METHODOLOGY
Research Design 

This research is a descriptive research. According to Gay (2000), descriptive research is carried out to find out the answer to questions concerning the current status of the study. It means that descriptive research is used to summarize the distribution of a variable or more, but limited to sample data only, not to be generalized to population. The participants of this research were the second year students of MAN 1 Pekanbaru. This research uses cluster random sampling. Since there are 11 classes, the writer provided eleven small pieces of paper and wrote two of those small pieces of paper namely the tryout and the sample class, while the other nine pieces of papers were blank. Then the chairman of each class had to take a piece of paper. Finally, one class who got the paper written the word ‘sample’ was taken as sample. The sample of this research was XI MIA 5 class of MAN 1 Pekanbaru which has 30 students.

Instruments Technique and Analysis 

This research used quantitative data to find the result of this research. Quantitative data is basically data measured on a numerical scale. In collecting the data, researcher used test. The data was analyzed from students score. The instrument that used in this research was multiple choice tests. Before the test was given to the sample class, the test will be given to the try out class to know the validity of the test. The material of the test was about comprehending descriptive texts.

To analyze the data, the researcher used the followings formula:
a) To know the difficulty level
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Where:

F.V 

= Difficulty level

R

= the number of correct answer

N

= the number of the students

(Adopted from Heaton, 1975)
b) To know mean score
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Where:

M

= the mean score in each topic
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=The sumof the respondents’ score

N

= the number of the respondents

(Adopted from Hatch and Farhady, 1982)

c) To know standard deviation
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Where:

SD

= Standard deviation
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= The total mean of the test
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= The number of the students

(Adopted Heaton, 1991)

d) To know the reliability
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Where: 

Rii

= the reliability of the test

N

= the number of items in the test

M

= the means score on the test for all the tests

X2

= the standard deviation of all test score

(Adopted from Heaton, 1975) 
e) To know the percentage of the classification of the students’ ability in answering question, the following formula could be used:
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Where:

P

= Percentage of the students per group/level

X

= the number of frequency in one level

N

= the number of students

(Adopted from Hatch and Farhady, 1982)

Furthermore, the level of the student’s score was classified into five levels of mastery. The classification could be seen in this following Table:

Table 1 The Classification of Students’ Score

	No.      Score                                  Level of Ability

	1.       81- 100                                  Excellent 

2.       61 – 80                                  Good

3.       41 – 60                                  Mediocre

4.       21 - 40                                   Poor

5.       0 - 20                                    Very Poor


(Adapted from Harris, 1974)

RESEARCH FINDINGS
Individual scores
The data of the research was analyzed to find out the ability of the second year students of MAN 1 Pekanbaru in comprehending descriptive texts. There were 8 components of reading and descriptive texts that analyzed from the data, namely finding the main idea, factual information, meaning of the vocabulary, reference, inference, generic structure, language feature and also the social function. The presentation of individual score of the students in reading comprehension can be seen in the following Table 2.

Table 2 Percentage of students’ scores
	No
	Range score
	Frequency 
	Percentage (%)
	Ability
	Mean score

	1
	81-100
	5
	16.7
	Excellent
	72.33

	2
	61-80
	20
	66.6
	Good
	

	3
	41-60
	5
	16.7
	Mediocre
	

	4

5
	21-40

0-20
	0

0                
	0

0
	Poor

Very Poor
	

	 
	Total
	30
	100 %
	 
	 


The table above shows that the students’ scores and their level of ability are varied in reading comprehension. Most of the students are good in this level (66.6%). After that, the number of the students in excellent and mediocre level is exactly similar (16.7%). Then, none of the students are in poor and very poor level (0%). The mean score is obtained by the second year students of MAN 1 Pekanbaru in comprehending descriptive texts is 72.33. It means that most of the students are classified into good level.

The classification of the students’ ability in each component of reading comprehension
The students’ ability in Terms of finding main ideas

Table 3 The Students’ Score Classification in Terms of Finding Main ideas
	No
	Range score
	Frequency 
	Percentage (%)
	Ability
	Mean score

	1
	81-100
	9
	30
	Excellent
	78.00

	2
	61-80
	9
	30
	Good
	

	3
	41-60
	12
	40
	Mediocre
	

	4

5
	21-40

0-20
	0

0            
	0

0
	Poor

Very Poor
	

	 
	Total
	30
	100 %
	 
	 





From the table, it can be seen that the students’ ability in finding main idea is the highest percentage is mediocre level (40%). Furthermore, the students’ ability in excellent and good level is exactly similar (30%). Then, none of the students are in poor and very poor level (0%).  The researcher found out that the students’ mean score in finding main idea is 78.00. In conclusion, the ability of the second year students of MAN 1 Pekanbaru in comprehending descriptive texts in terms of finding main ideas is classified into good level. 

The Student’s Ability in Terms of Finding Factual Information
Table 4 The Students’ Score Classification in terms of finding factual information

	No
	Range score
	Frequency 
	Percentage (%)
	Ability
	Mean score

	1
	81-100
	7
	23.33
	Excellent
	72.00

	2
	61-80
	6
	20
	Good
	

	3
	41-60
	15
	50
	Mediocre
	

	4

5
	21-40

0-20
	2

0            
	6.67

0
	Poor

Very Poor
	

	 
	Total
	30
	100 %
	 
	 


From the table, it can be seen that 50% of the students are classified in to mediocre level. After that, it is followed by 23.33% of the students are classified into excellent level, 20% of the students are classified into good level, 6.67% of the students are classified into poor level, and none of the students are classified into very poor level. The mean score of the students in finding factual information is 72.00. It can be concluded that the ability of the second year students’ of MAN 1 Pekanbaru in comprehending descriptive texts in terms of finding factual information is classified into good level. 
The Students’ Ability in Terms of Finding Meaning of Vocabulary

Table 5 The Students’ Score Classification in Terms of Finding Meaning of Vocabulary

	No
	Range score
	Frequency 
	Percentage (%)
	Ability
	Mean score

	1
	81-100
	6
	           20
	Excellent
	71.33

	2
	61-80
	6
	20
	Good
	

	3
	41-60
	14
	46.67
	Mediocre
	

	4

5
	21-40

0-20
	4

0            
	13.33

0
	Poor

Very Poor
	

	 
	Total
	30
	100 %
	 
	 


From the table, it can be seen that the students’ ability in finding meaning of vocabulary for excellent and good level are similar (20%). After that, it is followed by 46.67% of the students are classified into mediocre level, 13.33% of the students are classified into poor level, and none of the students are classified into very poor level. The mean score of the students in finding meaning of vocabulary is 71.33. It can be concluded that the ability of the second year students’ of MAN 1 Pekanbaru in comprehending descriptive texts in terms of finding meaning of vocabulary is in good level. 
The Students’ Ability in Terms of Finding References
Table 6 The Students’ Score Classification in Terms of Finding References
	No
	Range score
	Frequency 
	Percentage (%)
	Ability
	Mean score

	1
	81-100
	4
	           13.33
	Excellent
	64.67

	2
	61-80
	6
	20
	Good
	

	3
	41-60
	15
	50
	Mediocre
	

	4

5
	21-40

0-20
	3

2            
	10

6.67
	Poor

Very Poor
	

	 
	Total
	30
	100 %
	 
	 


Table 6 shows that 50% of the students are classified into mediocre level. After that, it is followed by 13.33% of the students are classified into excellent level, 20 % of the students are classified into good level, 10% of the students are classified into poor level, and 6.67% of the students are classified into very poor level. The mean score of the students in finding reference is 64.67. It can be stated that the ability of the second year students’ of MAN 1 Pekanbaru in comprehending descriptive texts in terms of finding references is in good level. 
The Students’ Ability in Terms of Finding Inferences
Table 7 The Students’ Score Classification in Terms of Finding Inferences

	No
	Range score
	Frequency 
	Percentage (%)
	Ability
	Mean score

	1
	81-100
	4
	         13.33
	Excellent
	68.67

	2
	61-80
	7
	23.33
	Good
	

	3
	41-60
	17
	56.67
	Mediocre
	

	4

5
	21-40

0-20
	2

0            
	6.67

0
	Poor

Very Poor
	

	 
	Total
	30
	100 %
	 
	 


From the table, it can be seen that the students ability in finding inference is the highest percentage is mediocre level (56.67%). After that, it is followed by 13.33% of the students are classified into excellent level, 23.33% of the students are classified into good level, 6.67% of the students are classified into poor level. Then, none of the students are classified into very poor level. The mean score of the students in finding inference is 68.67. It can be concluded that the ability of the second year students’ of MAN 1 Pekanbaru in comprehending descriptive texts in terms of finding inferences is in good level.

The Students’ Ability in Terms of Identifying Generic Structure
Table 8 The Students’ Score Classification in Terms of  Identifying Generic  Structure
	No
	Range score
	Frequency 
	Percentage (%)
	Ability
	Mean score

	1
	81-100
	3
	           10
	Excellent
	56.00

	2
	61-80
	5
	16.67
	Good
	

	3
	41-60
	13
	43.33
	Mediocre
	

	4

5
	21-40

0-20
	1

8            
	3.33

26.67
	Poor

Very Poor
	

	 
	Total
	30
	100 %
	 
	 


Table 8 shows that 10% of the students’ ability is classified into excellent level. Then, it is followed by good level (16.67%), mediocre level (43.33%), poor level (3.33%), and very poor level (26.67%). The mean score of the students in identifying generic structure is 56.00. It can be concluded that the ability of the second year students’ of MAN 1 Pekanbaru in comprehending descriptive texts in terms of identifying generic structure is classified into  mediocre level. 
The Students’ Ability in Terms of Identifying Language Features
Table 9 The Students’ Score Classification in Terms of Identifying Language Features
	No
	Range score
	Frequency 
	Percentage (%)
	Ability
	Mean score

	1
	81-100
	5
	         16.67
	Excellent
	68.00

	2
	61-80
	5
	 16.67
	Good
	

	3
	41-60
	17
	56.66
	Mediocre
	

	4

5
	21-40

0-20
	3

0            
	10

0
	Poor

Very Poor
	

	 
	Total
	30
	100 %
	 
	 


From the table, it can be seen that the students’ ability in identifying language features is the highest percentage is mediocre level (56.66%). Furthermore, the students’ ability in excellent and good level is exactly similar (16.67%). After that, 10% of the students are classified into poor level, and none of the students are classified into very poor level (0%). The mean score of the students in identifying language features is 68.00. It means that the ability of the second year student of MAN 1 Pekanbaru in comprehending descriptive texts in identifying language features  is classified into  good level.

The Students’ Ability in Terms of Finding Social Function

Table 10 The Students’ Score Classification in Terms of  Finding Social Function

	No
	Range score
	Frequency 
	Percentage (%)
	Ability
	Mean score

	1
	81-100
	9
	30
	Excellent
	74.00

	2
	61-80
	4
	13.3
	Good
	

	3
	41-60
	16
	53.4
	Mediocre
	

	4

5
	21-40

0-20
	1

0            
	3.3

0
	Poor

Very Poor
	

	 
	Total
	30
	100 %
	 
	 


From the table, it can be seen that the highest percentage of the students’ ability in identifying social function is at mediocre level (53.4%). After that, it is followed by 30% of the students are classified into excellent level, 13.3% of the students are classified into good level, 3.3% of the students are classified into poor level. Then, none of the students are classified into very poor level (0%). The mean score of the students in identifying social function is 74.00. It can be stated that the ability of the second year students’ of MAN 1 Pekanbaru in comprehending descriptive texts in terms of finding social function is in good level.
The Mean Scores of the Students’ Ability in Comprehending Descriptive Texts

Table 11 The Classification of Students’ Mean Score in Comprehending Descriptive Texts

	No
	The Classification of the Question
	Mean Score
	Level of Ability

	1
	Finding main ideas
	78.00
	Good

	2
	Finding factual information
	72.00
	Good

	3
	Finding Meaning of Vocabulary
	71.33
	Good

	4
	Finding references
	64.67
	Good

	5
	Finding inferences
	68.67
	Good

	6
	Identifying generic structures
	56.00
	Mediocre

	7
	Identifying language features
	68.00
	Good

	8
	Identifying social functions
	74.00
	Good

	
	Total
	69.08
	Good


Table 11 shows that from 8 components of reading comprehension  the mean score of finding main ideas (78.00) is classified as good, the mean score of finding factual information (72.00) is classified as good, the mean score of finding meaning of vocabulary (71.33) is classified as good, the mean score of finding references (64.67) is classified as good, the mean score of finding inferences (68.67) is classified as good. Meanwhile the mean score for identifying the generic structures is (56.00) classified as mediocre, the mean score for identifying language features is (68.00) classified as good, and the mean score of the identifying social functions (74.00) is classified as good also. Overall, the researcher got the final result for the students’ ability in comprehending descriptive texts is (69.08). It means that the student ability is classified as good.
The Table above also shows that the most difficult aspect in comprehending descriptive text is identifying generic structures, with the mean score 56.00. Beside that the easiest aspect is finding main ideas with the mean score are 78.00.  
CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Based on the research findings, there were 9 students getting excellent level. It means the student could comprehend the text very well and get satisfied results.  There were 20 students getting good level, furthermore, 5 students were in mediocre level, and no one was in poor level. The researcher also found out that the mean score of the students’ ability in comprehending descriptive texts was 69.08 (good level). 

In summary, the highest mean score is in finding main ideas (78.00) and the lowest mean score is in identifying generic structure (56.00). Then, the other aspects such as finding factual information is 72.00, finding meaning of vocabulary with the mean score 71.33, finding references is 64.67, finding inferences is 68.67, identifying language features is 68.00 and the last one identifying social functions with the mean score is 74.00. 

Concerning the conclusion, there are several recommendations that are useful for teaching and learning English. English teacher should have some effort to develop the students’ ability in reading text especially descriptive text in order the students familiar with reading materials in terms of five indicators of reading comprehension and components of the texts. Based on the results of the students’ ability, it is suggested that the students are need to learn and focus more on identifying generic structure because this aspect is quite difficult for the students.
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