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Abstract: This study aims to find the students’ morphological errors in writing argumentative essay by the fifth semester students of English Study Program of Universitas Riau. The errors that the writer is concerned are in terms of affixes errors. Cluster Random Sampling technique was used to choose the sample. From 88 students of the population which consist of three classes A, B, and C, class B was chosen as the sample. The instrument of this research was in form of essay writing. The essay was about argumentative essay. Five topics were provided for students that they can choose to write. Error analysis method was used to analyze the data. Based on the results, it was found out that the total numbers of students’ morphological errors are 148 errors with the division 28 errors in derivational affixes errors and 120 errors in inflectional affixes errors. Based on the research findings, it can be concluded that most of the students tend to make these morphological errors because of the intralingual factors. It happens because students have lack of knowledge in deriving and producing new words from morpheme into the new one because of some of English rules that they do not comprehend well yet. It is suggested that teachers or lecturers need to explain more about the English rules and also its exception, because it will help the students in knowing their errors and understanding more about English. 
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Abstrak: Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk mengkaji kesalahan morfologi mahasiswa pendidikan Bahasa Inggris Universitas Riau semester lima dalam menulis essai argumentative. Kesalahan morfologi yang akan difokuskan dalam penelitian ini adalah dalam penggunaan imbuhan. Teknik sampel acak digunakan dalam menentukan sampel. Populasi terdiri dari 88 orang mahasiswa yang terdiri dari tiga kelas A, B, C, dan sampel yang terpilih adalah kelas B. Instrumen dalam penelitian ini adalah dalam bentuk essai argumentative yang terdiri dari lima buah topic yang mereka bisa pilih salah satunya. Error analisis adalah metode yang digunakan untuk mengalisis data. Dari hasil penelitian ini, terdapat 148 kesalahan morfologi siswa yang terdiri dari 28 kesalahan morfologi dalam kesalahan imbuhan derivational dan 120 kesalahan morfologi dalam kesalahan imbuhan inflectional. Kebanyakan dari sampel cenderung melakukan kesalahan morfologi karena factor intralingual. Hal ini terjadi karena pengetahuan siswa yang belum memadai dalam memodifikasi kata dari kata dasarnya dikarenakan banyaknya aturan-aturan pembentukan kata dalam Bahasa Inggris. Disarankan untuk para guru ataupun tenaga pengajar untuk lebih memberikan penjelasan tentang aturan-aturan pembentukan kata dalam Bahasa Inggris, karena ini akan sangat membantu siswa untuk mengetahui kesalahannya dan memahami lebih dalam tentang Bahasa Inggris. 
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         inflectional and derivational

INTRODUCTION
Language is one of the most important things in communication. In this global era, English is considered to be a crucial language that people use in many areas of everyday life. English is important because without knowing the international language we will not know about the development in many aspects of our life, such as in technology, economy, social, politics, and culture. Since language is a dynamic phenomenon, learners still make many kinds of errors in the learning process. Language as dynamic phenomenon means that we are able to extend our vocabulary from the root words. For example: nominate - nomination. Edge (1989) states that one of the purposes to study errors is to find out something that is related with the strategies involved in human language learning process of another language. Errors are normal and unavoidable as Richard (1974 in Hartarti 2010) mentions that everyone would have errors in language learning. 

Morphological knowledge is very important for learners who learn foreign language, English, in order to reduce the errors in their spoken or in written form. The inconsistency of English is believed as one of the causes why morphological error can be happen. Bababola and Akande (2002): “The first important factor which compounds most ESL learners’ problems in the acquisition of English morphology in the inconsistency inherent in the language”. The poly-systemic nature of English is the cause of this inconsistency. Graves (2004 in Kim 2013) argues that, morphological awareness is one of the most effective-word learning strategies in order to improve English. In morphology, we also learn about affixes. If students of English can learn to use affixes effectively, this may help them understand and use vocabulary in reading comprehension and writing composition. 

This study is about morphological error that fifth semester students make in writing argumentative essay. Since morphology relates with the formation of words, it is interesting to analyze students’ work from the morphological side to see the errors that they make in writing argumentative essay. Analyzing students’ errors can be useful since error analysis plays an important role in second and foreign language teaching as well. It helps teachers in understanding new ways of teaching by giving feedback on the errors made by the learners (Jabeen, 2015).

Based on the explanation above, the writer is interested in conducting research which focuses on the students’ morphological errors in writing argumentative essay. Specifically, the focuses of the students’ morphological errors are in the terms of affixation included derivational and inflectional affixes. 
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

This was descriptive research. Noor (2012 in Nurianti 2015) states descriptive research is a kind of research that describes an event, a phenomenon that is happening now. The location of this research was at English Study Program of Universitas Riau. The research data were collected on September 22nd, 2016. The population of the research was the fifth semester students in English Study Program of Universitas Riau. The number of population is 88 students that consist of three classes, A, B and C. 

To get the samples, cluster-sampling technique was used. According to Cohen (2007 in Thahirah 2015), the selection of groups or clusters of subjects rather than individuals is known as cluster random sampling. Cluster random sampling is a technique where the entire population is divided into groups, or clusters and a random sample of these clusters are selected. In choosing the sample, three pieces of papers that represented the three classes were provided. One of the papers was written by word “Sample”. The chairpersons of each class were asked to pick up one piece of the paper. The chairperson who got the paper which is written “Sample” was class B. It was the class that be the sample of this research. 


The data taken in this research was morphological errors in writing argumentative essay. The instrument was an essay test consisting five topics about argumentative essay. 
The research instrument was as in the following: 

	Instruction : Choose one of the topics given below and then write 
    
         argumentative essay for 200-250 words.

Time
      : 60 minutes

1. Parents should monitor what their kids are doing online.

2. Watching TV is bad for children.

3. Students must be forced to learn foreign language.

4. Smoking should be banned.

5. Facebook is not a great invention, but the end of privacy.



A writing test was conducted to collect the data. The test focused on writing argumentative essay. Five topics were provided for students that they can choose to write. The students were asked to write at least three paragraphs in their essays that consist of 200-250 words in 60 minutes. 
As the focus of this research is mainly on morphological error, the other aspects of writing, such as: content, form, style, and mechanics in the writing will not be evaluated in the writing test.

Error analysis method was used to analyze the data. Ellis and Barkhuizen (2005 in Taher 2011) explain that there are some steps in conducting error analysis research.
a. Collection samples of learner language

The data were collected from the fifth semester students in form of argumentative essay.
b. Identification of errors

In this step, the kind of errors was identified. A difference is made between error and mistake. Edge (1983) states that errors can happen because the students do not have any knowledge about it, and cannot self-correct a mistake in his or her own English. A mistake is where the students have knowledge, but has lapse in memory or lack of concentration.

The errors in students’ writing were identified by two raters.  The raters are Kurniawati Budiman, M.Pd and Sitti Hadijah, M.Pd. The writer chose them because they are lectures in UIN SUSKA RIAU and UIR Pekanbaru and they have competence in checking the errors made by the students in the writing test.
c. Description of errors

In this research, the errors were classified into morphological terms that were divided into noun morphological error, verb morphological error, adjective morphological error, and adverb morphological error. Furthermore, those types of errors were classified into inflectional and derivational affixes.
d. Explanation of errors

1) Source of the errors

In this step, why errors are made was explained. Reid (1993 in Kaweera 2013) states that errors can be caused by two things:

· interlingual (between two languages). The error can be interference from first language to the second language. The learner uses his/her first language to create a sentence in foreign language that leads to errors.

· Intralingual (within the language). The error could be developmental which shows a gap in knowledge of the rule. The errors can be happen because the learners overgeneralize or misapply some of English rules as a result of the lack of learners’ knowledge.

2) Calculating the errors


The errors were calculated by using formula by Sudijono (1991 in Khurriyati 2013) in order to know how frequent the errors that students make in writing argumentative essay. 
[image: image6.png]



In which,


P = percentage of presence of a certain type of error


F = frequency of presence of a certain type of error


N = the number of all errors
e. Evaluation of error

The last step in error analysis was to evaluate and draw a conclusion of the research result. This was used to see which errors should get more attention and need to be taught more in the class. 

RESEARCH FINDINGS
There were 30 students who took the test. The result of the test was analyzed by using error analysis method and was calculated by using formula by Sudjiono (1991). As I mentioned before, each error was categorized into the classification of morphological errors based on the James Taxonomy (1988): noun morphological errors, verb morphological errors, adjective morphological errors, and adverb morphological errors. Furthermore, the errors were classified into inflectional and derivational affixes errors.

It was found out that there were 148 students’ morphological errors in writing argumentative essay. The percentage of errors was counted based on the number of errors in each category divided by the total errors. The result of the calculation is presented in the Table 1.

Table 1. Table of Frequency and Percentage of Students’ Morphological Errors in Writing Argumentative Essay based on the James Taxonomy

	No.
	The Classification of Errors
	Frequency
	Percentage

	1.
	Noun Morphological Errors
	63
	42, 57 %

	2.
	Verb Morphological Errors
	74
	50, 00 %

	3.
	Adjective Morphological Errors
	11
	7, 43 %

	4.
	Adverb Morphological Errors
	-
	0 %

	                            Total Errors
	148
	100%


Table 1. shows that the percentage of errors that students made in Verb Morphological Errors is 50  %. It is the highest one with the frequency of errors is 70. Then, it is followed by noun morphological errors with the percentage of errors are 42, 57 % with the frequency 63. Furthermore, the lowest one is in Adjective Morphological Errors, where the percentage of error is 7, 43 % with the frequency of errors is 11. 

Furthermore, the errors were classified into derivational and inflectional affixes which were the focus of this study. From this category, we can see the contribution of the using of affixes in producing new words from the root one.
Table 2 Table of Frequency and Percentage of Students’ Morphological Errors in Writing Argumentative Essay based on the Affixation-Related Errors

	No.
	The Classification of Errors
	The Type of Affixation-related errors
	Frequency
	Percentage

	1.
	Noun Morphological Errors
	Inflectional Affixes Errors
	48
	32, 43 %

	
	Verb Morphological Errors
	
	70
	47, 30 %

	
	Adjective Morphological Errors
	
	2
	1, 35 %

	
	Adverb Morphological Errors
	
	-
	0 %

	2. 
	Noun Morphological Errors
	Derivational Affixes Errors
	15
	10, 14 %

	
	Verb Morphological Errors
	
	4
	2, 70 %

	
	Adjective Morphological Errors
	
	9
	6, 08 %

	
	Adverb Morphological Errors
	
	-
	0 %

	Total Errors
	148
	100%


Table 2. shows that the percentage of errors from inflectional side that students made in Verb Morphological Errors is 47, 30 % and it is the highest one with the frequency of errors 70. Furthermore, the lowest one is in Adjective Morphological Errors, where the percentage of error is 1, 35 % with the frequency of errors 2. Then, from derivational side, the highest percentage is in noun morphological errors, 10, 14 % and the frequency of errors 15. For the lowest one is in verb morphological errors with the frequency of error is 4 and the percentage is 2, 70 %.

The Calculation of the Errors
In this section, the percentages of the source of the students’ errors were calculated and presented into a pie chart.
· Interlingual Errors = [image: image2.png]


 x 100% = 6, 08 %
· Intralingual Errors = [image: image4.png]139



 x 100% = 93, 92 %
The Recapitulation of Source of Students’ Errors and Its Percentages
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From the calculation of the data, intralingual errors are the main source of errors made by the students in writing argumentative essay with the total number is 139 out of 148 errors. It means 93, 92 % errors happen in intralingual errors. It happened because the students overgeneralize the English rules due to their lack of knowledge that lead to errors in their writing. Then it is followed by interlingual errors with the total number is 9 out of 148 errors. It means only 6, 08 % errors happened that are caused by the interlingual factor. 

CONCLUSIONS

The total number of errors are 148 errors with the divisions 28 errors in derivational affixes errors and 120 errors in inflectional affixes errors. Affixes errors that students made in their essays were caused by the omission and the addition of certain suffixes, the insertion of unnecessary suffix “-ing”, the omission of gerund, and the wrong use of past tense marker “-d/-ed”.  Most of the students tend to make these morphological errors because of the intralingual factors. It happens because students have lack of knowledge in deriving and producing new words from morpheme into the new one because of some of English rules that they do not comprehend well yet. 

SUGGESTIONS

Students need to learn more about the rules of English word formation, especially in terms of its exception. This is because many errors come from these exceptions that lead to the students’ errors since they do not comprehend the whole of English rules yet.

Teacher needs to explain more about the errors to the students. This will help the students in knowing their errors and understanding more about English. By helping students to comprehend more about English rules will help students to reduce their errors.

For the researchers who are interested to conduct the same study about morphological errors, they can develop the scope of this study into a wider one since this study just focuses to the Affixes Errors. 
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